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Data on Union Leader Found in Soviet File 
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Longshoremen’s Bridges Was Communist Party Member, Authors Say 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 7— Two 
researchers say they found docu- 
ments in Soviet archives that show 
the late waterfront union leader 
Harry Bridges was a member of the 
U.S. Communist Party. 

Bridges, who acknowledged com- 
munist sympathies but denied party 
membership, was on a list of people 
elected to the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party USA at its 
1936 convention, the two said. 

The federal government spent 16 
years trying to deport Bridges, 
charging the founder of the Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s and Ware- 
housemen’s Union falsely denied 
being a Communist Party member 
when he applied for citizenship. 

The U.S. Supreme Court twice 
reversed orders for his deportation 
and the Australian native was once 
jailed for 20 days as a communist 
conspirator. 

Harvey Klehr, a political science 
professor at Emory University, and 
John Haynes, who edits the News- 


letter of the Historians of American 
Communism, found documents last 
summer at the old archives of the 
Central Party in Moscow that shed 
new light on Bridges's political sta- 
tus, Klehr said Friday. 

Klehr said he uncovered a list of 
members elected to the U.S. Cen- 
tral Committee in 1936. “Brief bi- 
ographies, really just evaluations, 
were with the list,” he said. 

One of the names on the list was 
“Rossi,” identified in the biography 
as the pseudonym for Bridges. 

The biography described him in 
Russian as- “President of the Dock- 
ers’ and Port Warehouse Workers’ 
Union.” 

The document concluded, “He is 
a strong leader of the union move- 
ment and a mass worker but up til 
now has only limited party knowl- 
edge and experience.” 

Klehr and Haynes published their 


research in the December issue of 
the American Spectator, a conser- 
vative journal. 

Bridges, who died in 1990 at age 
88, founded the union in 1934 and 
was its president until 1977. In 
1934, he led a three-day general 
strike in San Francisco that ended 1 , 
with an agreement on a contract 
establishing a union-operated rath- 
er than an employer-run hiring hall. 

Kathy Wilkes, a spokeswoman for 
the union and a Bridges biographer, 
said, “The government tried and 
failed to prove this claim more 
times than are worth counting, and 
we consider it Ridiculous for any- 
body to try to revive it.” 

Last month, a high-ranking Rus- 
sian general said the archives 
showed that Alger Hiss, the State 
Department lawyer accused of es- 
pionage during the Joseph McCar- 
thy era, never spied for the Soviets. 


